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Sefton Public Engagement and Consultation Panel 
 
Date: Friday 4th February 2022  
 
Title: Feedback and Evaluation report – Crosby Coastal Park new cycleway 

and footway 
 
Report of:  Andrew Dunsmore, 0151 934 2766 Andrew.Dunsmore@sefton.gov.uk 
 
 

 
1. Purpose of the Report 
 

1.1 To provide feedback on the findings from the recent consultation about the 
creation of a new shared cycleway and footway through Crosby Coastal 
Park; including the views of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee and 
Cabinet Member (via Informal Policy Cabinet) and the proposed changes 
to the scheme designs considering the comments and feedback received.  

 
 1.2 The Panel have agreed to appraise the Feedback and Evaluation Reports 

in accordance with the standards of public engagement and consultation 
and will consider: - 

 

• How the activity was carried out; 
 

• the opinions of the people taking part on how they found the process; 
 

• The number of people who took part and the costs of the different 
methods of getting them involved;  
 

• How successful different methods were at getting the views of people 
who are not normally heard, for example, children, young people and 
people with disabilities; 
 

• How the results will be fed back to the public; and 
 

• How will the results influence policies and service plans. 
 
 

2.      Name of Issue you were Consulting On 
 
 2.1 The scheme will create a north-south cycle/formal walking route through 

Crosby Coastal Park. This will be suitable for use by people of all abilities 
throughout the year and will provide an alternative to the Promenade route 
the use of which is affected by windblown sand. The scheme will, 
therefore, offer a route further inland, a section of which will be lit, thus 
providing a high quality and safer walking and cycling route to serve the 
refurbished and upgraded Crosby Lakeside Adventure Centre.   
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 2.2 The scheme is part of a wider Sefton Borough and Liverpool City Region 
aspiration to improve walking and cycling through the whole city region. It 
will be partially funded by the Liverpool City Region Combined Authority 
(LCRCA) funding from the European Union Sustainable Urban 
Development (Low Carbon and Environment and Resource Efficiency 
Fund (SUD) and is part of the Transportation Capital Programme for 
Sefton Council. Complementary habitat improvements will also be 
delivered as part of the project by Green Sefton colleagues. 

 
 2.3 It was deemed prudent to undertake a pre planning consultation for the 

scheme to inform the design and development of the final detailed 
designs. An interactive approach was undertaken which was agreed with 
the PECP Board in November 2020. It is also acknowledged that the 
scheme is subject to planning, due to the inclusion of the lighting elements. 
A Planning Application has been submitted for full planning approval on 
Monday 17th January 2022; whereby a formal consultation will now take 
place as part of the planning process. 

 
 
3. The Consultation Process 
 

3.1 A paper proposing the consultation activities was approved by the Public 
Consultation and Engagement Panel in November 2020. The consultation 
was slightly delayed due to the need to firstly consider the pre application 
planning advice; and to avoid Purdah due to the local elections in 2021 . 

 
3.2 The plans for the scheme were originally consulted upon for a 6-week 

period from the 21st May to the 4th July 2021. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, 
much of the consultation was online utilising the Your Sefton Your Say 
(YSYS) survey platform and on the ‘Transport’ related pages on the 
Council’s website.   

 
3.3 In addition, hard copy leaflets and posters were produced. Posters were 

placed in the noticeboards across the Coastal Park and in Potters Barn 
Park. Hard copy leaflets were delivered to residential properties and 
businesses fronting the route. A social media campaign was also launched 
on the Council’s Facebook and Twitter accounts managed by the 
Council’s internal Corporate Communications Team.  

 
3.4 All groups identified as Protected Characteristics were invited to give 

specific feedback or to arrange a tailored Focus Group. The only group 
which directly responded by inviting Officers to a Focus Group was People 
First. This Focus Group then included both the Crosby scheme and the 
Southport active travel routes in one of its pre-planned meetings.  
 

3.5 Following on from the initial consultation, concerns were raised by Ward 
Members, the Seafront Residents Action Group, Crosby Coastal Forum 
and residents on Westward View and Endsleigh Road. Subsequently a 
tailored further consultation in the form of letter explaining design changes 
and inviting further feedback took place between October and November 
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2021 with the residents of Westward View and Endsleigh Road. The full 
process is described within the Cabinet Member Report appended as 
Appendix A. 

 
3.6 In addition, due to the concerns raised by some Ward Members a report 

was also compiled for the Overview and Scrutiny Committee Meeting 
(Regeneration and Skills) which took place on the 9th November 2021 
(contained in Appendix A). The proposals were discussed at the Informal 
Cabinet Policy meeting on the 13th January and Cabinet Member 
subsequently recommended that the scheme is progressed to planning 
based on the recommendations / design changes listed below. 

 
o Section of the route at the rear of Endsleigh Road removed due to 

privacy concerns. This is now an on-carriageway route to link with the 
Curlew existing cycling route. 

o Section of the route along Westward View amended to accommodate 
safety issues due to the current parking by residents. 

o Increase width of shared facilities due to safety concerns 
o Cycle only and segregated routes in areas of high demand due to 

safety concerns 
o Delineation of the cycle only sections with a buff coloured surface to 

minimise conflict between cyclists and pedestrians 
o Improved signing 
o The use of decorative lighting 

 
3.7 It is also noted that a further formal consultation will take place as part of 

the planning process and due consideration will be made as to any 
findings from this process moving forwards with the scheme should 
planning permission be granted. 

 
 
4. Summary of the Consultation Results 

 
 4.1 As explained above the summary of the consultation results is Appended 

to this report as Appendix A, as is a record of the Overview and Scrutiny 
and Cabinet Member Meetings and Minutes. 

 
 
5. Feedback 
 
 5.1 Following on from this extensive consultation process, an in-depth 

Statement of Community Involvement has been prepared to support the 
planning application process and demonstrate the process of engagement 
and changes to the scheme which are a direct result of the consultative 
process. Further feedback is now also planned in the following formats: 

 
o A further tailored letter will be sent to residents on Westward View 

and Endsleigh Road who responded to the letters sent. 
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o An overview of all findings will be posted on YSYS, in the We 
Asked/ You Said/ We Are Doing format. 

 
o The website pages will be updated and will link to the findings on 

YSYS. 
 

o A short Press Release is being developed by the Communications 
Team to be released once the Cabinet Report is fully approved. 

  
 
6. Future engagement 
 
 6.1 As part of the planning process there will be a formal consultation process, 

which will offer the chance for further engagement. 
 
 6.2 All Focus Groups and Protected Characteristic Groups will be informed of 

the planning process and directed to the result section on YSYS. 
 
 
7. Recommendations 
 

 7.1 The Public Engagement and Consultation Panel are recommended to 
 
  a) Note the contents of the report and that the results of consultation 

have been used to amend and refine the proposals and feedback  
 
  b)  Request that lead officers provide the Public Engagement and 

Consultation Team with the results and reports so that they can be 
uploaded onto the Consultation Hub. 

 
  c) Request that lead officers report to a future Panel meeting to update 

the panel as to any additional changes that have occurred as a result 
of the consultation feedback. 

 
 


